Acute abdominal pain in children.
Acute abdominal pain in children is a common and challenging problem for the family physician. The many causes of this problem require a systematic approach to making the diagnosis and planning specific therapy. A careful history and physical examination, together with a small number of selected laboratory studies, provide a rational basis for effective management in most cases. This paper reviews the more common causes of acute abdominal pain in children with special emphasis on their clinical differentiation.